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Extra-curricular Mission Statement: 

Mercer County School District is committed to excellence in both academics and extra-curricular 

activities.  Our philosophy is that these two go hand in hand.  Academics are our top priority, and 

we feel we prepare our students to be successful in any endeavor they choose.  Extra-curricular 

activities are part of that preparation.  It is the coaches and teachers responsibility to teach 

teamwork, work ethic, sportsmanship, leadership, communication, and countless other attributes.  

All students are encouraged to be involved in extra-curricular activities at our schools.   

In addition to following the general code for Student Conduct and Discipline, students who 

participate in athletics or other extra-curricular activities are also bound by the Mercer County 

High School Extra-Curricular Code of Conduct.  Participants are bound by this Code at all times, 

both in and out of school and at all times, whether or not during the school year.  

 

Coaches and sponsors have the right to issue and enforce additional reasonable rules and 

regulations governing their specific activity that do not exceed those listed in this Student 

Handbook or School Board Policy. 

 

Mercer County School District 404 Extra-Curricular Code of Conduct: 

Any participant in extra-curricular activities at Mercer County School District 404 who receives 

any combination of behavioral referrals, suspensions, or unexcused absences, totaling 3 per 

semester will affect privileges of participation. 

 

You need to be aware that you (coaches, participants, and fans) are ambassadors of the Mercer 

County School District and community.  You radiate the spirit and build the image and 

reputation of the school and community by your actions and attitudes.  We have built, and will 

continue to build a very positive image and enthusiastic spirit, one of which we can all be proud. 

 

Sportsmanship: 
All students and spectators are expected to evidence good sportsmanship at all extra-curricular 

school activities.  Such sportsmanship is evidenced by the following: 

 

 Consider the visiting team and fans, as well as the officials, as guests and treat them as such. 

1. Respect the rights of all spectators. 

2. Accept the officials’ decisions as final. 

3. Support your team with positive enthusiasm. 

4. Be modest in victory and gracious in defeat. 

5. Consider it a privilege and duty to encourage everyone to live up to the spirit of the rules 

of fair play and sportsmanship. 

 

Students and fans shall refrain from the following conduct at all extra-curricular activities: 

1. Booing or jeering officials or players at any time. 

2. Yelling for or demanding a substitution or withdrawal of a player. 

3. Using profane or otherwise inappropriate language at any time during the event. 

4. Throwing objects on the field or playing court. 

5. Criticize players or coaches for losing a game. 
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The administration reserves the right to remove anyone from a school event for actions that are 

not seen as setting a good example for our student body.  Any parent, student, or spectator can 

lose their right to attend any Mercer County School District extra-curricular event 

pursuant to Section 24-24 of the School Code for violation of the above rules of conduct.  

 

MERCER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT EJECTION POLICY 

Mercer County School District #404 adopted a K-12 parent ejection policy in 2014 

1. If a parent is ejected, for any reason, during a Mercer County athletic contest, that parent 

is suspended for the remainder of that contest and the next like contest (this includes both 

home and away events).  Said parent cannot attend ANY Mercer County Athletic events 

until the suspension is completed. 

a. For example – an ejected parent from a varsity football game, on a Friday night, is 

unable to attend ANY MC athletic events until completion of the next varsity 

football game. 

b. A situation-specific plan will be implemented if the ejection occurs during the last 

game of the season. 

2. A second ejection, during a four-year span, results in a 5-game suspension. 

3. A third suspension results in a calendar year-long ban from ANY Mercer County athletic 

events. 

4. A fourth ejection from ANY Mercer County Athletic Contest results in a lifetime ban of 

Mercer County athletic events. 

*Mercer County School District #404 reserves the right to make ANY ejection more severe – if 

warranted. 

 

Athletic, Co-Curricular and Extra-Curricular Activities 

Scholastic Bowl   *Band    Pom Pon 

Flag Squad    Jazz Band   **Student Council 

*Chorus     Generations   Cross Country 

Cheerleading    Football   **National Honor Society 

Volleyball    Girl’s Basketball  Bass Fishing 

Boy’s Basketball   Wrestling   **Key Club 

Boy’s Track    Girl’s Track   **FFA 

Boy’s Golf    Girl’s Golf 

Baseball    Softball 

 

*These activities are connected to a class and will be governed by activity rules and not by this 

code of conduct policy. 

**These activities have required rules that must be followed by students in order to be a member 

of these organizations and they are not subject to handbook’s extracurricular code of conduct.  

They have specifications in their constitutions and by-laws with higher expectations and/or 

consequences. 
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ATHLETIC AWARDS 

1.  Numerals will be issued at the 9
th

 grade level.  Numerals may be earned at the 10
th

 grade  

level, if the student was not a participant in 9
th

 grade. 

2.  A minor letter will be issued at the 10
th

 grade level. 

3.  Any participant on the Varsity level who earns a letter and has not previously been issued  

numerals and/or a minor letter will be issued these. 

4.  A major letter is presented the first time an athlete meets the criteria to earn a major letter in a  

sport.  One major letter is given per sport during an athlete’s high school career.  The 

second, third and fourth time an athlete receives a letter in the same sport, the athlete will 

receive additional pins. 

5.  Letter criteria will be determined by the sports Head Coach. 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION 

1. Physical Exam Form completed and on file with Athletic Director (good for 1 year from date 

of exam). 

2. Insurance or insurance waiver. 

3. Meets all eligibility requirements set forth in this document and by IHSA which are found at 

IHSA.org. 

4. Signed Extra-curricular Code of Conduct. 

5. ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR PARTICIPATION- Participation in Mercer County High 

School events, practices, contests, or games will be allowed only if student is in class before 

the end of 1
st
 period (exceptions may be made with approval by the principal for pre-

arranged medical absence, a death in the family or a religious ceremony or event).  A student 

who is suspended from school is also suspended form participation in all extracurricular and 

athletic activities for the duration of the suspension.  A student who is absent from school on 

a Friday before a Saturday event may be withheld from Saturday extracurricular or athletic 

activities at the discretion of the coach and principal. 

6. A permission slip to participate in the specific athletic activity signed by the student’s 

parent/guardian. 

7. Signed documentation agreeing to comply with the School District’s policies and procedures 

on student athletic concussions and head injuries. 

 

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

The parents are a valuable resource for the Mercer County School District.  The school district 

asks that parents support the rules set forth in the “Code of Conduct”.  Playing time will NOT be 

discussed with a parent by the coach or athletic director.  If they have a problem with the coach 

or a rules infraction, they should follow the steps set forth below.  

1. Call to set up an appointment with the coach or sponsor.  If the parent has a problem or 

concern with a coach or sponsor or a program he or she should NOT approach the coach 

after a game or practice. 

2. Discuss the problem or concern with the coach or sponsor. 

3. If the problem is not resolved, the parent may go to the athletic director.  It is always 

suggested that the parent go to the coach first, but if the parent feels uncomfortable with 

that, he/she may go directly to the athletic director.  If the issue is not resolved, the parent 

may report to the principal. 
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4. If the problem is not resolved the parent has the right to appeal any decision.  This 

procedure is covered in this guide. 

 

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY 

Mercer County School District extra-curricular participants must meet the IHSA academic 

requirement of passing 25 credit hours of academic coursework per week to remain eligible.  

Twenty-five credit hours is equivalent of five (5) 0.5 credit courses (2.5 full credits).  Eligibility 

lists are distributed to all faculties.  If a student is declared academic ineligible on Thursday, he 

or she will not participate in any contest that following week.  Eligibility runs from Sunday – 

Saturday.   

 

You must have passed and received credit toward graduation for 25 credit hours of high school 

work for the entire previous semester to be eligible at all during the ensuing semester. 

 

The eligibility requirements for the school are listed below. 

 

The head coach should clarify eligibility rules with athletes. 

1. Must be scholastically eligible. 

2. Must have a physical examination. 

3. Must be within age limits defined by the IHSA. 

 

It is the coach’s responsibility to help students maintain their eligibility.  Frequently, a coach will 

receive notice that an athlete is failing a class; the coach must follow up on this. Grades will be 

checked weekly on Thursday by the Athletic Director.   

 

If a student receives the first failing grade during a particular season – the student will receive 

one week probation and the student may practice and participate in contests. 

 

If a student receives second failing grade during a particular activity – the student may practice, 

but may not participate in contests.  The student is expected to dress in appropriate clothing and 

sit on the bench during the contest. 

 

If a student receives a third failing grade during a particular activity – the student may practice, 

but may not participate in contests.  The student is not allowed to attend any extra-curricular 

contests. 

 

If a student receives a fourth failing grade- the student may continue to practice, but forfeits all 

the opportunities to dress or participate in contests for the remainder of the sport season. 

 

If a student drops a course after the fifth day of a semester (even if he/she is passing), a failing 

grade will be recorded on the next Weekly Grade Report.  Future weekly checks will not note 

that failure. 

 

A passing grade would be determined by using an average, that is, a total of all tests, 

assignments, and other scores.  A failing grade should never be based on the week’s work only. 
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All extra-curricular activities that require regular after school practices would be included on a 

weekly eligibility check. 

 

A committee may review any student receiving special education services whose athletic 

eligibility is in question and still meets IHSA eligibility requirements.  The committee includes 

the special education teacher, athletic director, instructor, and building principal for final 

eligibility determination.   

 

OFFENSES 

The following behavior shall constitute “offenses” which shall subject the offending student to 

the applicable consequences listed below.  In addition, gross disobedience or misconduct as 

defined in the Student Conduct and Discipline Code may result in exclusion from extra-

curricular activities for such period of time as determined appropriate by the administration. 

Gross disobedience or misconduct may result in suspension or expulsion from school as defined 

by Board Policy and the Student Conduct and Discipline Code: 

 

1. The use, possession, sale or distribution of tobacco, drugs, steroids or any controlled 

substance, or a beverage containing alcohol.  Note:  It is not a violation for a student to be in 

possession of a legally prescribed medication  specifically prescribed for the student by his/her 

doctor, except as prohibited by IHSA rules. 

 

2. Behavior that constitutes gross disobedience or misconduct under the Student Conduct and 

Discipline Code. 

 

3.  Commission of conduct that constitutes a criminal act, with the exception of minor traffic 

offenses. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR CONSEQUENCES 

DRUG, ALCOHOL, AND TOBACCO VIOLATIONS 

Participants in extra-curricular activities must conduct themselves at home and on school trips in 

such a manner that they are a credit to themselves, the team, the school, and the community.  

Extra-curricular participants who, during the calendar year, do any of the following shall be 

subject to discipline. 

 

Tobacco: 

No possession, use or transfer of tobacco (including chewing tobacco) all year in and out of the 

season is permitted. 

Alcohol: 

No possession, use or transfer of alcoholic beverages all year in and out of season is permitted. 

 

Illegal Drugs and Controlled Substances: 

No possession, use or transfer of illegal drugs, controlled substances or look-alike drugs all year 

in and out of season is permitted. 

 

Once an infraction is determined, the athlete and his/her parent(s) will be notified of the 

following options. 
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FIRST VIOLATION (Drugs, Alcohol or Tobacco) 

1. Consume, possess or sell alcohol, drugs or tobacco. A suspension of one-fourth of the 

scheduled contests of that season (this may carry over to the following season within a 

school year or the following school year if less than a fourth of the season remains). 

Make an appointment with the Rock Island County Council on Addictions for Drugs or 

Alcohol (or other certified organization for an addictions assessment) for an assessment 

by a certified addiction counsel or the Mercer County Health Department for a tobacco 

self study.  The athlete will attend all practices and competitions.  They are not to dress 

for the game, but are to stand/sit on the sideline/bench.  They are not to participate in any 

pre-game or during game activities.  If the athlete rejects the first option, he/she will be 

removed from all athletics for one calendar year. 

2. Attendance at a party or riding in a vehicle where alcoholic beverages and/or controlled 

substances are being openly consumed by someone other than a parent or guardian.  A 

suspension of ten percent (one football game) of the scheduled contests of that sport 

season. This may carry over to the following sport season within a school year, if there 

are less than ten percent of the scheduled contests remaining in the existing sport season.  

3. The student will be required to practice with the group, regardless of the violation (unless 

suspended or expelled from school) 

 

SECOND VIOLATION  (Drugs, Alcohol or Tobacco) 

1. Consume, possess or sell alcohol, drugs or tobacco. A suspension of one-half of the 

scheduled contests of that season (this may carry over to the following season  within a 

school year or the following school year if less than a half of the season exists). Make an 

appointment with the Rock Island County Council on Addictions for Drugs or Alcohol 

for an assessment by a certified addiction counsel or the Mercer County Health 

Department for tobacco for an advanced self study.  If the athlete rejects the first option, 

he/she will be removed from all athletics for one calendar year. 

2. Attendance at a party or riding in a vehicle where alcoholic beverages and/or controlled 

substances are being openly consumed by someone other than a parent or guardian.  A 

suspension of one-third of the scheduled contests of that sport season. This may carry 

over to the following sport season within a school year, if there are less than one third of 

the scheduled contests remaining in the existing sport season. 

3. The student will be required to practice with the group, regardless of the violation (unless 

suspended or expelled from school). 

 

THIRD VIOLATION  (Drugs, Alcohol or Tobacco) 

1. Consume, possess or sell alcohol, drugs or tobacco. The athlete will be suspended from 

participation in all athletics for a calendar year. 

2.    Attendance at a party or riding in a vehicle where alcoholic beverages and/or controlled 

substances are being consumed by someone other than a parent or guardian.  The student will be 

suspended for six months from the date of the violation. 

 

ADDITIONAL VIOLATIONS (Drugs, Alcohol or Tobacco) 

Additional violations will be treated individually.  They will result in additional suspensions 

and/or possible recommendation/requirement for treatment. 
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CRIMINAL ACTS 

Students involved in the commission of a criminal act are in violation of this code of conduct.  

The administration and/or Board may impose disciplinary action for criminal acts committed.  

Using information gained from witnesses, school officials and law enforcement agencies, the 

district may conduct its own investigation into criminal allegations and may determine a 

disciplinary course of action. Because of time limitations, the school district will sometimes take 

disciplinary action before the courts determine the students' guilt.  The administration and/or 

Board also reserve the right to change the duration of the suspensions upon their discretion 

without prior notice to the students. 

 

First Violation-Suspension from one-third (1/3) of scheduled contests for current or upcoming 

season with unfulfilled fraction to carry over to the next sport or activity season when necessary 

and in compliance with all other provisions of the Athletic Code of Conduct. 

 

Second Violation-Suspension from two-thirds (2/3) of scheduled contests for the current or 

upcoming sport or activity season with unfulfilled fraction to carry over to the next sport season 

when necessary and in compliance with all other provisions of the Athletic Code of Conduct. 

 

Additional Offense(s)-Suspension from participation in extra-curricular contests for one 

calendar year. 

 

In its discretion, the administration may impose greater or different penalties than those listed 

above for particularly serious offenses, including those involving alcohol or drugs. 

 

Suspension Guidelines: 

A student may not become involved in a new extra-curricular activity solely to serve the 

assigned suspension.  Therefore, an administrator may prevent a student from doing so by 

assigning that the suspension be served during the student’s next involvement in his /her regular 

sport/activity. 

 

Calendar year suspensions begin with the date of the violation and are not related to the 

beginning or end of seasons. 

 

Note:  Students who have/had a case in Juvenile Court are still subject to the terms and 

conditions of the Year-Round Athletic Code.   

 

ATHLETIC TRIPS 

Except in unusual instances, all trips will be made on a school bus and/or van.  Athletes are 

expected to ride to and from contests with the team.  A coach may waive this rule. Whether at 

home or away, remember the athlete represents the school.  Coaches have a great duty to inspire 

their athletes’ best behavior.  Coaches are responsible for locker rooms at home and away.  

When a coach leaves a locker room, it should be in good condition.  The school district will not 

pay meals or lodging during the regular season.  The district will pay approved costs for 

transportation, meals, and lodging for actual participants in the IHSA state competitions.   
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PRACTICES 

On school days, practice may begin before or after school classes.  Regular practices will not be 

held on Sundays or religious holidays.  Coaches must get administrative approval to practice on 

Sundays which would only be allowed due to involvement in the IHSA State Series.  When 

school is dismissed due to bad winter weather conditions, no practice will be held.  If there 

is a late summer early dismissal, the head coach should modify the practice for safety purposes.  

If school is cancelled due to winter weather, the athletic director and administration will use their 

judgment to decide the need to attend a game/tournament. 

 

CONCUSSIONS AND HEAD INJURIES 

Student athletes must comply with Illinois’ Youth Sports Concussion Safety Act and all 

protocols, policies and bylaws of the Illinois High School Association before being allowed to 

participate in any athletic activity, including practice or competition. 

 

A student who was removed from practice or competition because of a suspected concussion 

shall be allowed to return only after all statutory prerequisites are completed, including without 

limitation, the School District’s Return-to-Play and Return-to-Learn protocols. 

 


