
APOLLO  ELEMENTARY  PARENT/STUDENT 

HANDBOOK: COVID 19 ADDENDUM 

August 11, 2020 Edition 

This addendum will be updated as we learn what is working and what needs to be revised 

to keep your children safe while at school.  Please refer to the date above to ensure you 

have the most current information. 

 

All information in this addendum takes precedence over our traditional Parent/Student 

Handbook until further notice. 

 

Beginning of the day  

 

Breakfast: Breakfast will be offered, but there will not be before-school recess.  

Announcements will be read over the intercom.  If students are not eating breakfast 

at school they should go directly to their homeroom.  We will continue to say the 

Pledge of Allegiance each day but students will not be leading this over the 

intercom for the foreseeable future. 
 

Bus Riders: Social distancing should be observed at the bus stop.  This is not 

necessary for siblings or children from the same household.  Each bus will have a 

monitor and all students will have their temperature taken before getting on the 

bus.  If their temperature is 100.4 or higher, they will not be allowed to get on the 

bus.  Please remain at the bus stop with your child until they have passed the 

temperature screening.  On the bus, students will have assigned seats and will 

need to sit with siblings.  When the buses release their students, they can go 

directly to their homerooms or breakfast.  Bus riders will continue to use the front 

door near the flagpole. 
 

Car drop offs, walkers, and bike riders: (we will share drop off times after the 

bus schedule has been established) Non-bus riders will need to have their 

temperatures screened before they are allowed in the building.  If you are 

dropping your child off, please remain at the curb until they have passed the 

temperature screening.  We will have temp checkers at the east door (traditional 



drop off door) and the playground door.  These are the only two doors that non-bus 

riders can use each morning.  To avoid congestion you may want to park in the lot 

between Apollo and MCIS and have your child temp checked at the playground 

door.  Again, please make sure they pass their temp check before you leave. There 

will be markers on the sidewalks going up to the temperature checkers at six foot  

intervals to maintain social distancing.  
 

During the day 
 

Our goal is to keep each homeroom as isolated from the rest of the student body as 

possible.  
 

Recess: The playground will be divided into specific areas for each classroom and 

these areas will be rotated for variety.  We are looking for fun recess activities that 

ensure social distancing.  We will have some sidewalk chalk, jump ropes, and 

jacks* available.  All of these will be in individual baggies and will not be shared 

unless they have been sanitized first.  Talk to your children to see if there are other 

activities they might enjoy at recess while socially distancing. 

*(Jacks are old school!  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8zx2UfcP1E) 
  

  

Outdoor Learning: When weather permits, we may use outdoor classroom areas 

for each homeroom so they can get fresh air and take a break from their masks 

while maintaining social distancing.  Teachers may ask you to pack a beach towel 

with your child to sit on when we go outside. 
 

 Bathrooms: Students who are in classrooms with restrooms will use those for the 

majority of the time.  They will need to wash their hands very well before and after 

using the restroom.  The larger hallway restrooms will have a limited number of 

students in them at any given time.  Again, they will need to wash hands well 

before and after using the restroom. 
 

 Lunch: For the first three weeks of school, we will have brown paper bag school 

lunches that will be delivered to the classrooms.  Students will also be allowed to 

bring their own lunches. Individual grade levels and teachers will decide if they 

want to eat in the classroom or find a different safe spot for a change of scenery.  

Lunch will include milk. We will also continue having milk breaks every day. 
 

 Cleaning: The district has invested in a variety of new cleaning and sanitizing 

equipment and supplies.  We have handheld and backpack misters, sanitizing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8zx2UfcP1E


wipes, and touchless hand sanitizers.  Additional district custodians have been 

hired to help keep our facilities safe and sanitary. 
 

End of the day  
 

Bus riders: Students will be dismissed by grade level over the intercom beginning 

with kindergarten.  As the hallways clear up, we will release the first graders and 

then second graders, and so forth… 
 

Non-bus riders: (we will share pick up times after the bus schedule has been 

established) We will release non-bus riders in the same fashion as the bus riders, 

beginning with our youngest students.  Parents and visitors are not allowed in the 

school building for the foreseeable future.  If you are picking up your child after 

school, please tell them where you plan to park and where they can meet you.  The 

MCIS parking lot and playground door may be a less congested option for you to 

meet your child.  You may also want to share this information with their teacher. 

Staff will be on hand to supervise and assist students during pickup. 

 


