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February 2021 M e r c e r  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  # 4 0 4  

The Eagle Eye 

Contact Information 
 

 

Mercer County School District Office 

309/582-2238 

309/582-7428 fax 

 

Mercer County High School 

309/582-2223 

309/582-5920 fax 

Mercer County Junior High School 

309/584-4174 

309/584-4257 fax 

Mercer County Intermediate 

309/582-2441  

309/582-2440 fax 

New Boston Elementary 

309/587-8141  

309/587-3349 fax 

Apollo Elementary 

309/582-5350 

309/582-3457 fax 

 

Mercer County  

Transportation Office:  

Ernest Dillie, Supervisor  

Office Phone: 309-584-4630  

Cell Phone: 309-371-6354 

 

Jodi O’Leary, Secretary  

Office Phone: 309-584-4630  

 

Johannes Bus Service:  

Kim Lloyd  

Office Phone: 309-582-2922  

Cell Phone: 309-738-9423 

1-Feb  BOE Committee Meeting Transportation Meeting @ District Office  4:30 PM 

5-Feb  MIDTERM   

  SIP DAY Early Dismissal 12:30 PM 

8-Feb  BOE Committee Meeting 
Building and Grounds Meeting @ MCIS 
Music Room 6:00 PM 

  JH VOLLEYBALL @ Rockridge JH 5:30 PM 

10-Feb  JH VOLLEYBALL Home vs. Monmouth Roseville JH 5:30 PM 

14-Feb  Augustana Band Festival  Augustana College TBA 

15-Feb  NO SCHOOL PRESIDENTS DAY  

16-Feb  BOE Committee Meeting Finance Meeting @ District Office  4:30 PM 

  JH VOLLEYBALL MC vs. Sherrard JH 5:30 PM 

17-Feb  BOE Meeting Regular Meeting @ MCIS Music Room 6:00 PM 

  JH VOLLEYBALL @ Orion Middle School  5:30 PM 

22-Feb  JH VOLLEYBALL @ Knoxville JH 5:30 PM 

24-Feb  JH VOLLEYBALL MC vs. Rockridge JH 5:30 PM 

25-Feb  JH VOLLEYBALL @ Wethersfield JH—Kewanee 5:00 PM 

MCHS Class of 2021  

Graduation date has been set!!   

 

Saturday, May 15th 2:00PM  

@ George Pratt Memorial Field  

 

Rain Date ~ Sunday, May 16th 2:00 PM   



Y O U R EY E ON  T HE G OLD EN EA GLES !  P A G E 2  

As with almost every winter, we’ve entered the season called:  Every bug is out to 

get you! Not really, though. It just seems like that.   

 
Take everyday preventive actions. 

Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it. 

If you or someone in your family is vomiting or has diarrhea, be sure to disinfect surfaces in the bathroom you or they touched.   

Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. If you 

are sick with flu-like illness, CDC recommends that you stay home for at least 24 hours after your fever is gone except to 

get medical care or for other necessities. (Your fever should be gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine. 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way. 

 

How can hand washing help my family and me? 
Poor hygiene, usually unwashed or poorly washed hands on the part of a food handler, often causes food-borne illness out-

breaks.  Many diarrhea and vomiting illnesses (salmonella, hepatitis A, norovirus) can be passed from person to person.  This 

occurs when someone doesn’t wash their hands after using the restroom and then handles food, shakes hands, or touches 

door knobs.  The organism gets into the other person’s mouth when touching or eating, and he or she gets sick. Norovirus is 

often the cause of outbreaks of vomiting and diarrhea on cruise ships! 

 

When should I wash my hands? 

· After using the restroom                               ·     Before eating or handling food 

· After handling uncooked meat                    ·      After taking out the trash 

· After changing a diaper                                 ·      After handling money 

·  After playing with a pet, especially reptiles, iguanas, turtles, and snakes 

How do I properly wash my hands? 

· Use warm running water 

· Lather hands with soap – any kind will do 

· Rub hands together while you sing the ABCs twice 

· Wash the back of the hands, between the fingers, and under the fingernails 

· Rinse with warm water and pat hands dry 

· Turn off the water using a paper towel or your elbow/wrist 

 

Hand washing is the single most important way of preventing the spread of infections, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC).  Hand washing is the best “low tech” preventer of illnesses.  Studies have shown that frequent 

hand washing actually lowers the rate of absenteeism.   We have students wash their hands thoroughly and often.  Please en-

courage this behavior at home. 

 

Flu viruses and Strep throat spread mainly from person to person through coughing or sneezing. Sometimes people may become 

infected by touching something with the germs on it and then touching their mouth or nose.    

 

It is a school rule that your child should be fever free (below 100 F), without fever reducing medicine, or have not vomited or had 

diarrhea for at least 24 hours before returning to school.  It is important for them to completely recover from their illness so they 

do not have a relapse as well as to protect the other students from becoming ill.   

 

Below is some information from the CDC (Communicable Disease Center), regarding things to keep in mind for school-age chil-

dren: 

 Encourage children to cover coughs and sneezes, wash hands frequently, and keep hands away from eyes, nose and mouth. 

 If a child cannot control his or her cough at home, it won’t be any better at school. 

 A sick child is advised to stay at home during the first days of illness when symptoms are most severe and the infection is 

most contagious.  Encourage parents of sick children to keep the children away from child care settings until without fever for 24 

hours, to prevent spreading illness to others.  Unfortunately, children often can spread germs before they actually show symp-

toms like fever or sore throat. 

 

Colds, Influenza, Stomach Bugs and Strep Throat 
February 2021 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits/index.htm


What head lice are 

Head lice are tiny insects that feed solely on the blood of people,and are most common on children of early ele-

mentary school age. Head lice grasp the head hair with their claws and insert their tiny mouthparts into the skin 

for just a minute or so to drink a tiny droplet of blood. Lice cannot burrow into the skin and do not play a role in 

transmitting any disease-causing organisms. Thus, head lice are rarely anything more than a nuisance.  

These insect pests are most commonly shared by direct head-to-head contact. Activities such as hugging, play 

wrestling,and sharing a bed all offer opportunities for lice to spread between friends and family members. Regard-

less of the wealth of the community or family, the cleanliness of the home, or the month of the year, however, ---

only about one in every 100 U.S. elementary school children will be infested with head lice, of those infested 

children, only a few will spread” lice to others. 

 

How to manage and prevent head lice at school  

Head lice infest people, not school buildings or buses. A louse that falls from the hair will very likely die within 

hours, and almost certainly die by the next day. Thus, applying insecticides in the school or bus to control or pre-

vent head lice is unnecessary and wasteful. It may also be prohibited by law. If a child does have lice, only the 

child’s parent or guardian should or need be notified—ideally at the end of the day. The parent should be offered 

scientifically and medically sound information on how to manage the problem. Divulging the child’s medical con-

dition to the teacher or principal, or to other students and their parents, would violate confidentiality. Head lice 

may be an annoyance, but they are neither a serious medical problem nor a public health issue.  The 

school’s efforts regarding lice is to educate students, parents, and school personnel with up-to-date information. 

Unjustified actions include screening children for lice or nits, treating children at school, treating the school 

building, and excluding from school children who are infested or presumably infested.  

 

Much ado about nits 

Lice eggs seem to cause more panic among parents and school staff than does nearly any other problem associated 

with head lice. Dead eggs and the remnants of hatched eggs remain firmly glued onto the hair for weeks, months, 

or even years. If nits are discovered, look for a live (crawling) louse. If none is found, then the logical conclusion 

is that the child is likely no longer infested. Check again occasionally, but do not treat unless a live louse is found. 

The vast majority of objects presumed to be nits are simply bits of debris. But because bits of debris are frequently 

misidentified as lice eggs, many children are misdiagnosed, sent home, and treated unnecessarily.   

 

Head lice are acquired mainly by direct head-to-head contact with an infested person. Inanimate objects 

(such as combs, brushes, hair accessories and other such items) serve little, if any role in the transmission of 

head lice. Louse combs used to remove lice should be r insed in hot water  and wiped clean with a towel or  a 

small brush. Generally, hot water from the water faucet will be sufficient to kill lice and their eggs with just a few 

seconds of exposure. If the water it too hot for washing hands, it is likely adequate to kill lice and eggs quickly on 

combs. Boiling the water is excessive for this purpose, and risks causing burns and damaging some combs. Shared 

helmets and headphones in schools or recreational settings would rarely, if ever, harbor an occasional head 

louse or nit. The effor t necessary to effectively inspect and clean these devices, however , is not warranted . 

Shared lockers or coat hooks pose even less risk as sources of contamination. 

 

What parents can do to eliminate and prevent head lice  

Before considering any kind of treatment, find a live (crawling) insect and make sure it is a louse. If lice are found 

on one family member, then all other children and adults in the home should be checked as well. If the hair is fair-

ly fine and not tangled, then a lice or nit comb can be useful in detecting and removing these insects and their 

eggs. Some, but not all, infestations can be eliminated by this method. If combing is difficult, impractical, or has 

been unsuccessful, then pediculicides can prove valuable. Pediculicides are special insecticide products registered 

by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to treat lice. Most over-the-counter (OTC) pediculicides contain py-

rethrins (extracts of chrysanthemum flowers) or their synthetic equivalent. Used as directed on the package, these 

products can be effective at killing lice. A repeat treatment, about 10 days after the first, is often needed.  

HEAD LICE INFO 



Mark Your Calendars 
Feb 15     No School President’s Day 

Feb 19    Course Requests Due (9th-11th)  

March 8    No School 

March 12    End of 3rd Qt 

March 12    Early Dismissal—12:30pm (Visit a College) 

March 17    Incoming Freshman (Class of 2025)  

     Virtual Registration 

Mercer County High School THE EAGLE EYE 

 

Feb 2021 Counselor’s Information 

Contact Information 
 

Mercer County High School 

1500 South College Ave 

Aledo, IL 61231 

Phone: 309-582-2223  

Ext. 3 

Fax: 309-582-5920 

 

 

Guidance Counselor 

Tami Hainds 

haindst@mercerschools.org 

 

Guidance Secretary 

Erica Biddle 

biddlee@mercerschools.org 

 

 

 

Like us on  

facebook!!! 

 

Mercer County HS Guidance 

Office 

 

 

Follow us on  

                  Twitter!! 

 

@mercocounseling  

With all the competition in national testing, it is highly 

recommended that juniors study for the SAT.  The following is a list 

of suggestions for juniors as they prepare to take the SAT.   

 1.  Use free online SAT prep sites—Khan Academy 

 2.  Contact the local library for additional SAT study  

       materials. 

 3.  Buy an SAT Study Guide from a bookstore. 

 4.  Ask the high school librarian to order SAT study materials 

      through the inter loan library system. 

 5.  Take an SAT prep class.  

Juniors—Prepare for the SAT   

Virtual Registration for Current 8th Graders  

Freshman Registration will be held virtually this year. A video 

with information about available classes and programs will be 

pushed out to current 8th graders and their par-

ents/guardians on Wednesday March 17th during the 

day. Students will be given their course request registration 

sheet a day or two before the virtual program is pushed 

out. Course request registration sheets will need to be turned 

in to the junior high office by Wednesday March 24th. 



2021 Graduates Post-Secondary Up-date 

Juniors Research Post-Secondary Plans 
During the month of February juniors are encouraged to discuss and re-

search post-secondary options with their parents.  Parents are asked to help 

students narrow the post-secondary selection to three schools by August of 

2021.  Please note the following suggestions to help with the post secondary 

search.  

 1.  Take a career interest inventory on-line.  

 2.  Research post-secondary schools on-line for chosen career fields.   

 3.  Arrange post-secondary visits with schools of interest. 

 4.  Compile a list of local scholarships & collect applications to review 

  scholarship criteria.  

 5.  Meet with college representatives in February, March, & April.  

Page 2 Counselor’s Information 

Please stop by the 

counselor’s office 

with any questions 

or concerns you 

may have about 

Post-Secondary 

plans. 

1. Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid at www.fafsa.gov as 

soon as possible. 

2. Seniors should collect scholarship recommendations from teachers and com-

munity members by the second week in February. 

3. Since housing will be limited at most colleges, seniors should notify colleges 

early in February and state their plans.  Students should then make a hous-

ing deposit in about four to six weeks.  

4. Seniors planning to enter the workforce immediately after high school should 

be completing job applications. 

5. Most colleges will allow seniors to take the ACT/SAT on campus, with the un-

derstanding that the ACT/SAT scores are only valid at that school.  Seniors 

may take advantage of this opportunity to raise ACT/SAT scores so they are 

eligible for admission or scholarships at that college. 

6. Seniors are encouraged to stop by the counselor’s office for help in develop-

ing a post-secondary plan for next fall. 

7. Parents are encouraged to call the counselor’s office if they have any ques-

t ions concerning their  students post -secondary plans.                            

(Phone: 582-2223 Ext 3) 

8. Parents/students are encouraged to visit the following web sites: 

www.isac.org & www.collegeboard.org.  

**Seniors ~ Don’t forget to check our Scholarship page at  

mercerschools.org!!  We update the links as Scholarships arrive!!!  



ACT No Writing—$55.00 

ACT Plus Writing—$70.00 

(late fee required) 

The following ACT test dates are available for all high school students who wish to take 
the test:  

Test Date                Registration Deadline  Late Fee Required 

Sept. 12th, 13th, & 19th,  2020 August 31  No late fees 

Oct. 10th, 17th, 24th, & 25th,  2020 Sept. 25  No late fees 

December 12, 2020   November 6  November 7-20 

February 6, 2021   January 8  January 9-15 

April 17, 2021    March 12  March 13-26 

June 12, 2021    May 7   May 8-21 

July 17, 2021    June 18  June 19-25 

 

Students may register on-line at www.act.org and use a credit card for payment.  REMEM-

BER to include Mercer County High School’s code 140008 on the registration information 

so the school has your ACT scores for your transcript.  Keep in mind that the ACT can be 

taken multiple times & colleges do not care if scores go down on retakes.  Colleges will not 

pull the highest scores from multiple dates but do take the highest scores from one single 

test date regardless of the number of times the test has been taken.  **Fee waivers are 

available if you qualify.   

ACT Test Dates ACT Plus Writing 

Page 3 THE EAGLE EYE 

SAT No Essay—$49.50 

SAT with Essay—$64.50 

(late fee required—$30) 
 

The following SAT test dates are available for all high school students who wish to take the 

test.  *Please note the SAT will be given here at the high school in April to all Juniors.  

Test Date     Registration Deadline 

August 29, 2020   July 31, 2020 

September 26, 2020   August 26, 2020 

October 3, 2020    September 4, 2020 

November 7, 2020   October 7, 2020 

December 5, 2020   November 5, 2020 

March 13, 2021    February 12, 2021 

May 8, 2021    April 8, 2021 

June 5, 2021    May 6, 2021 

*Fee waivers are available if you qualify.  See the Guidance office with questions 

SAT Test Dates —— SAT.org 

Guidance Counselor 

Tami Hainds 

 

Guidance Secretary  

Erica Biddle 

 

(309) 582-2223 

Ext. 3 



2021 Mercer County FFA Strawberry Sale  

          FFA is selling fresh Florida Strawberries 

    $30.00 / flat (8 quarts) 

$16.00 / ½ flat (4 quarts) 

$5.00 per quart 

 

              Available for pickup at the Ag. Building:   Week of March 15th 

Order Deadline:  February 19, 2021 

                Contact any FFA member or use the contact information below: 

Phone:  (309) 582-2223 ext .33 

email:  chaussem@mercerschools.org 

         heartta@mercerschools.org 

 

mailto:chaussem@mercerschools.org
mailto:heartta@mercerschools.org


Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 
Baked Chicken 

Whole Grain Bread  

Oven Potatoes 

Pineapple 

 

3 
Cheesy Scalloped Potatoes  

   w/Diced Ham 

Romaine Lettuce Salad 

    w/cucumbers 

Bread Stick /Apple Sauce 

Rice Krispie Treat  

4 
Sub Sandwich  

   Tomato Slice/lettuce 

Carrot Sticks 

Baked Chips 

Mixed Fruit 

 

5 

Cheese Pizza 

Corn 
Cottage Cheese 

Apple Slices/Juice  

2 
Crispito w/cheese 

Tortilla Scoops/salsa 

Refried Beans 

Pears 

 

8 
Cheeseburger/ bun 

Baked Fries 

Cooked Carrots 

Pineapple 

9 
Chicken Nuggets 

6pc.K8/8 pc.HS 

Mashed Potatoes/gravy 

Whole Grain Bread 

Peaches 

 

10 
Pasta w/ Meat Sauce 
Topped with Cheese 

Bread Stick 

Baked Beans 

Cottage Cheese  

Apple Slices 

11 
Turkey Gravy w/Biscuit  

Peas  

Pears 

Goldfish Crackers  

Fruit Crisp 

12 
Fish Patty or Shapes 

Steamed Broccoli / cheese  

Baked Chips 

Grapes 

15 

NO SCHOOL 

Presidents’ Day 

16 
 

17 
Sub Sandwich 

Baked Chips 

Carrot Sticks 

Rosy Pears 

 

18 
Turkey Tetrazzini/w cheese 

Bread Stick 

Peas  

Mixed Fruit  

19 
Shrimp Poppers 

Romaine Lettuce Salad 

 w/tomato slice 

Cottage Cheese 
Mixed Blueberries /Straw-

berries 

22 

Baked Chicken 

Whole Grain Bread  

Oven Potatoes 

Frozen Fruit Cup 

23 
Mini Corn Dogs 

Cole Slaw 

Peaches  

Cheese Stick  

 

24 
Chicken Nachos 

(Chips/cheese sauce/salsa) 

Romaine Side Salad 

Mixed Fruit 

Churro 

25 
BBQ Pulled Pork/ bun 

Baked Beans 

Pickle Spear 

Applesauce 

26 
Cheese Pizza 

Carrot Sticks 

Potato Wedges 

Orange 

     

February Lunch Menu 2021 

A reimbursable lunch menu consists of 5 offered components which 
are set by the new USDA meal pattern in certain varieties and por-
tion sizes determined by student age. Meat/Meat Alternate mini-

mum, Grain minimum, Vegetable, Fruit, Fluid Milk 

Menu Subject to Change 

Chicken Patty / bun 

Baked Potato Wedges 

Baked Beans 

Peaches 

Whole Grain Cookie 



February Breakfast Menu 2021 Menu Subject to Change 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1 

Cereal 

Muffin 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

2 

Biscuits & Sausage Gravy 

½ cup Fruit 

½ Cup 100% Juice 

Milk Choice 

3 

Pancake/ Sausage Stick 

Sugar Free Syrup (1/4c) 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

4 

Ham, Egg & Cheese Bar 

Teddy Grahams 

1 Cup Fresh Fruit 

Milk Choice 

5 

Sausage Patty 

Yogurt Parfait 

½ Cup Fresh Fruit 

½ Cup 100% Juice 

Milk Choice 

8 

Cereal 

Fruit Turnover 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

9 

 

10 

Whole Grain Pancakes 

Sugar Free Syrup (1/4c) 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

11 

 

12   

 

15 

NO SCHOOL 

Presidents’ Day 

16 
Cereal 

English Muffin  

(assorted spreads) 

½ cup Fruit 

½ Cup 100% Juice 

Milk Choice 

17 

Whole Gr. Waffles 

Sugar Free Syrup (1/4c) 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

18 

Breakfast Sandwich 

(Eng. Muffin, Bacon, Egg, 

Cheese) 

1 Cup Fresh Fruit 

Milk Choice 

19     

Breakfast Casserole 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

 

22 

Cereal 

Yogurt Parfait 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

23 

Biscuits & Sausage Gravy 

½ cup Fruit 

½ Cup 100% Juice 

Milk Choice 

24 25 

 

26 

 

     

French Toast Sticks 
(Sugar Free Syrup (1/4c) 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

Breakfast Pizza 

1 Cup Fresh Fruit 

Milk Choice 

Bacon (2) 

Yogurt Parfait 

½ Cup Fresh Fruit 

½ Cup 100% Juice 

Milk Choice 

Breakfast sandwich 
(Eng. Muffin, Bacon, Egg, Cheese) 

½ cup Fruit 

½ Cup 100% Juice 

Milk Choice 

Mini Pancakes 

(Sugar Free Syrup (1/4c) 

1 Cup Fruit 

Milk Choice 

Breakfast Pizza 

1 Cup Fresh Fruit 

Milk Choice 

Nondiscrimination: In the operation of USDA child Nutrition programs, no child will be 

discriminated against because of race, color, national origin, age, sex or disability.  If 

you feel you have been, please call 309-582-2238. 


